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Safety is Taking Off at LeTourneau U.
by Steve Quigg

T

he trip south to LeTourneau
University this fall was a particularly
meaningful pilgrimage for me. LeTourneau
is my alma mater and it had been more
than a decade since I had last set foot on
that historic campus. In what I consider
to be a minor miracle, there were actually
some folks there who remembered me
from my college days. Not that I had
changed much in appearance since then. . .
This visit had a two-pronged purpose. For the very first
time, I had the honor of speaking in chapel, sharing with
the student body some of the hard lessons learned about
leaving a legacy from my years of flying in Africa. Two
days later, and again for the very first time, Glenn Grubb
(JAARS Director of International Aviation Safety) and I
had the honor of speaking at LeTourneau’s inaugural safety
standdown. Although the school has been an MSI member
for many years, their deep desire was, and is, to take safety to
a higher level. The standdown was among their first efforts
in that direction. It was vitally important that this inaugural
event be successful so it would lay the foundation for more
standdowns and safety focused events to come.
You would have never known the event was voluntary.
A large majority of the aviation student body showed up,
spurred on, no doubt, by the promise of a free Chick fil-A

lunch and extra credit in
class. Still, there was genuine
interest in, and appreciation
for,
the
presentations.
Glenn started things off
with an exceptional session
on the what, why, and how
of establishing a robust
safety culture. I then used
the students and their
post-lunch stupor for a
controlled experiment on
the effectiveness of various
fatigue countermeasures. If
they stayed alert during my
presentation on fatigue, I
knew the countermeasures
they were employing were
working.
Caffeine
and
activity were successful;
chocolate wasn’t (well, at least
not as a fatigue countermeasure.)
With the first standdown now in the rearview mirror,
a second one is already in the planning stages with the
expectation of many more to come. Safety is indeed taking
flight at LeTourneau U.
MSI
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MMS Aviation
Safety Seminar 2021
by Jon Egeler

O

nce again MSI organized and conducted a Safety Seminar with a maintenance focus at MMS Aviation in Coshocton, Ohio. With the good reception of last year’s seminar, MMS decided to host another this year, and Steve Quigg
had his hands full setting up and organizing another one.
Unfortunately, Steve’s mother passed away shortly before the
seminar, so he was unable to be there to emcee the event and
make his presentation on fatigue, but I was able to get to Coshocton on short notice to help emcee the event.
Finding good quality speakers in the maintenance area
is somewhat of a challenge in the best of times, and during
Covid, with many travel restrictions in place, etc., it is a major challenge! Thankfully, God provided some good speakers
in Paul New, Dr. Sabrina Woods (remotely), Paul Gillenwater, Mike Dunkley, and George Hopman. Paul New spoke
about maintenance induced failures, useful logbook entries,
and shared some maintenance “war stories.” Dr. Woods presented on expectation bias and shared some maintenance
case studies. Paul Gillenwater spoke about the importance
of submitting Service Difficulty Reports, and how they can
make a big difference in preventing accidents.

Mike Dunkley shared his experience of how he came to
be involved in missionary service and receiving the National
AMT of the Year award from the FAA. George Hopman gave
presentations about the various methods of non-destructive
testing and give a live demonstration of eddy current inspection of King Air wing bolts.
As before, the event was livestreamed, with some attending from other parts of the world, and people were able
to get credit toward renewal of their FAA Inspection Authorization. We received good feedback, and MMS has decided
to make it an annual event, so plan on joining us next year!
Look for videos of the presentations on our newly revamped
website coming soon.
MSI
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Where There’s Smoke…
by Steve Quigg

S

moketown, Pennsylvania. To the casual observer, there’s
not much there to see. An unincorporated village nestled
between Witmer and Bird-in-Hand in eastern Lancaster
County, Smoketown boasts a population of a mere 500
souls. Depending on whom you ask, its name originated
from three pipe-smoking Native American women, the
smoke emanating from local smokehouses, or the fire which
consumed the first house in town. Take your pick.
But one thing Smoketown has going for it, to the envy of
most every other burg of its size, is the beautiful little airport
nestled into the rolling countryside. Smoketown can also
boast of its unique ability to more than double its population
for one weekend each year. That’s when the Smoketown
Aviation and Technology Fair comes to town and the village
swells with pride as well as with numbers. Sponsored by the
International Association of Missionary Aviation and the
local missionary aviation community, the Fair draws hundreds
of visitors from near and far to be immersed in a slice of the
missionary aviation community. JAARS provides the airplane
and helicopter rides, multiple missions supply presenters for
the forums, a dozen missionary organizations show up to
staff display tables, and local vendors keep everyone fed and
watered with hearty Lancaster County cuisine.
And, of course, MSI was there too. Frankly, we wouldn’t
miss the opportunity. While we interacted with visitors at our
booth just like the rest of the mission representatives did at
theirs, some of our best work was accomplished outside the
display tent. Work like counseling a new director of safety of
one of our MSI member organizations who was wondering
about the necessity of doing pre-field standardization flights.
Or telling the pilot of another group how to get help rewriting
their operations manual. Or informing the FAA inspector
about how he could get involved in safety work with MSI
when he retires next year. Or congratulating the director of
a local high school flying club for the improvements they
had made to their aviation facilities since we were last there
to do an audit. All terrific ways of being in ministry with a
gathered missionary aviation community in a small village in
Eastern Pennsylvania. Who would have thought.

We often interact with thousands upon thousands of
people at events like AirVenture at Oshkosh or Sun N Fun in
Lakeland. In those settings, most everyone knows a lot about
aviation, but few know anything about aviation ministry. At
the Smoketown Fair, it’s the reverse. Almost everyone knows
something about missionary work, but few know anything
about flying. In terms of MSI’s ministry, it doesn’t seem to
matter. The Lord opens up ways to minister to, with, and for
the people who come our way. Some of our best ministry
gets done organically simply by being present, available,
and accessible. It doesn’t always require airline tickets to
the other side of the world or weeks away from home. Just a
commitment to being where aviation ministry is happening,
whether it’s a village in Pennsylvania or a village in Papua.
The Spirit takes care of the rest.
MSI
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The King’s Wings
by Jon Egeler

Q

uite a bit of missionary aviation
activity is based in Florida, as
ministries fly in support of those reaching
out to other nations in the Caribbean and
Central America. One of those that you
may not be aware of is King’s Wings.
They are based at the North Palm Beach
County General Aviation Airport (F45)
in West Palm Beach, near Jupiter. They fly
mostly into the Bahamas, using a Cessna
401 and a Piper Cherokee Six. They fly a
lot of work teams and supplies for those
ministering to Christian camps and
churches, and of course help out when
there are disasters such as hurricanes.
I was there to conduct another safety
audit in August, and was pleased to see

their new facilities. Previously, they had
been located in a couple of Tee hangars,
making it a challenge to maintain and
service the aircraft. Now, they have a
large maintenance hangar, giving them
plenty of room to keep the aircraft in
tiptop shape.
The requests for flying were down
some due to Covid restricting the ability
of many to participate in ministry work
teams, but it is picking back up, and
King’s Wings is exploring the possibility
of upgrading to a larger turbine powered
aircraft that will accommodate larger
groups as well as be easier to maintain.
For more information, see their website
at: https://www.kingswingsflights.org/
MSI
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Arctic Barnabas Ministries
by Jim Brownlee

A

s our flight was maneuvering to land in Anchorage, we saw that
the first snows of the season had covered the hills around Anchorage the previous night. The next day, as we drove from Anchorage to
Kenai where Arctic Barnabas Ministries is located, Diana and I were
awestruck at the beauty of the mountains and valleys covered with snow.

Arctic Barnabas uses their three aircraft as a tool for
their mission of encouraging and strengthening ministry
leaders. They believe that the vitality of village pastors, missionaries, and their families is critically important for the development and sustainability of healthy church communities.
Their incredibly positive response to the Covid crisis resulted
in 30-40 new villages being added to their outreach.

However, the audit report is not the end of the audit but
the beginning of the work to identify and implement corrective actions that will respond and correct audit observations.
It is rewarding as an MSI auditor to be available to provide
ideas and resources that will help move the organization to
even higher standards of a culture of safety.

To fulfill their mission, ABM holds retreats for missionaries and pastors, spends time encouraging them in their
villages and coordinating teams of volunteers that do much
needed construction projects for the village churches.
Since the last audit, two pilot mechanic families have left
ABM and a new pilot mechanic family has begun their ministry. We really enjoyed catching up with the staff that were
there at the last audit and getting to know the new family.
We did the usual audit tasks such as checking manuals,
looking at facilities, reviewing pilot and mechanic training
records, inspecting aircraft, and reviewing aircraft records.
As we left, we provided the audit report with a summary of
our commendations and observations.

Stan Lincoln, a retired MAF maintenance specialist,
joined us as part of the audit team. This was Stan’s first audit
volunteering with Mission Safety International. This was our
19th audit and our second audit of Arctic Barnabas Ministries.
MSI
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Proclaim Aviation Ministries
by Stan Schmoe

I

had the privilege of conducting the first MSI audit at
Proclaim Aviation Ministries. Living here in Minnesota
just south of Minneapolis, it made sense for me to take the
drive over for the visit.
When traveling southwest from Minneapolis a couple
of hours, you run into the rural town of Worthington, MN,
where Proclaim Aviation Ministries is located. Worthington
is proudly known as the City of Brotherhood for an award
received in 1958 for supplying emergency aid to war torn
Crailsheim, Germany. Unknown to many individuals is
what’s going on at the local airport that affects missionary
aviation worldwide.
Proclaim Aviation Ministries originally started in 2002,
as the ministry of a small local church. Since the start of the
program, Proclaim has placed over 90 missionary families
in full-time aviation ministry. In 2004, Proclaim became a
501(c) (3) non-profit organization and in 2009, joined the
ECFA Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability.
Proclaim is governed by a 6-member Board of Directors that
is committed to helping fulfill the Great Commission.
Proclaim secures internships for the pilots and aircraft
mechanics, giving them the arena to gain their proficiency
and accumulate their necessary hours. The CE310 in the
accompanying picture illustrates another kind of Proclaim’s
services. The airplane is owned by Proclaim, but leased to
Moody Aviation for their training purposes. It currently
is at Proclaim undergoing updating for return to service
next year. Many of the missionaries fill positions at mission

aviation training programs, thus they are involved in training
the next generation of mission aviators while they continue
on their path to overseas service. For more on this ministry,
see proclaimaviation.org.

MSI

Just
off
the
press!

MSI founder Joe Hopkins
has authored a book entitled
My Heart for Safety.
It is the story of his life,
including the founding
and first 20 years of MSI.
It is available on Amazon
in paperback and Kindle
formats. Remember to use
the Amazon Smile site with
Mission Safety International
as the recipient.
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I

n the aviation world, there is a lot of
talk about Next Generation or Next
Gen or NG. Usually that has to do with
new versions of aircraft with more
efficient engines, or better avionics, or
a revamped ATC system. But I am not
talking about hardware or software when
I use the term. Instead, I’m talking about
the literal next generation of people
coming into the industry. Much has been
written and discussed about Millennials
or Generation X, Y, or Z, how they are
this way or such and such. Sure, they have
been impacted by the world around them
or influenced by technology and events,
but really is that any different that what
has always been the case?
In II Timothy 2:1, Timothy is
instructed: “And the things you have
heard me say in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to reliable people who
will also be qualified to teach others.”
This admonition should be taken to heart
by all of us, not only in the spiritual realm,
but also in technical areas. None of us is
going to live forever, and we need to be
sharing our experience and developing
our replacements so they are equipped to
carry the baton when we pass it to them.

This is especially true in the area of
aviation safety, as lessons learned can
be lost quickly if they are not passed on.
Soon we find that accidents are being
repeated, to everyone’s detriment. For
some reason, certain people are drawn
toward an interest in safety—and it would
behoove us to identify them early in their
careers and invest in them. This will help
prepare them as they gain experience,
and they will be even more effective than
we have been. And everyone benefits.
I have been greatly encouraged as I
have been participating in the Missionary
Aviation FOQA/FDM Summit (more on
that in the next issue), seeing the young
people’s energy, enthusiasm, brilliant
ideas, and fresh insights. I can’t wait to
see how they will be bringing missionary
aviation safety to a whole new level!
Please don’t fall into the trap of
trying to protect your position or job, and
withholding information and assistance!
That never ends well, for anyone. Find
some young people to pour your life
into, so they can help others. They will
appreciate it, you will feel good because it
is the right thing to do—and you will be
helping us all
Make Safety a Way of Life!

Jon Egeler
President/CEO

Joe Hopkins Initiative Fund

WJoe Hopkins Initiative Fund

e are pleased to announce that a generous donor has helped us start a new fund to be named
the
in honor of MSI’s
founder. This fund will help subsidize new projects
and initiatives that MSI is undertaking to improve
and expand the services we offer to our members.

Mission Safety International, Inc.
328 E. Elk Avenue, Suite 1
Elizabethton, Tennessee 37643-3351
Telephone 423-542-8892 FAX 423-542-5464
E-mail info@msisafety.org www.msisafety.org

Some recent examples are overhauling our website to
make it more useful for our members, developing the
video library, and developing livestreaming capabilities for our Safety Seminars. If you are interested in
supporting this, be sure to designate your donation
for the Joe Hopkins Initiative Fund.

Safety Net is published periodically by Mission Safety International Inc., Harold W. Berk, Ed.
Articles appearing in this newsletter are the expression of the writer and edited as appropriate.
Every attempt is made to represent information and opinions accurately and fairly and in such
manner that an uninformed reader will not be drawn to erroneous conclusions. However,
there is no guarantee that these objectives will be fully realized.

